You are a philosopher and a liberal. A philosophic mind
has always meant for me a detached mind, and liberalism a
sympathetic understanding of men and things.
As it seems to me there is nothing in what the Government
has said to warrant the conclusions to which you are reported
to have come.
From the summary I select a few of the items which in my
opinion, are inconsistent with facts.
1.   "The Congress Party has to a great extent thrown over den^o-
cratic philosophy."
The Congress Party has never "thrown over democratic
philosophy". Its career has been one progressive march towards
democracy. Every one who subscribes to the attainment of the
goal of independence through peaceful and legitimate means
and pays four annas per year can become its member.
2.    "'It shows signs of turning towards totalitarianism."
You have based your charge on the fact that the Working
Committee of the Congress had control over the late Congress
ministries. Does not the successful party in the House of Com-
mons do likewise? I am afraid even when democracy has corg.e
to full maturity, the parties will be running elections and thei3r*
managing committees will be controlling the actions and poli-
cies of their members. Individual Congressmen did not run elec-
tions independently of the party machinery. Candidates were
officially chosen and they were helped by All India leaders.
"Totalitarian" according to the Oxford Pocket Dictionary means
"designating a party that permits no rival loyalties or parties."
"Totalitarian State" means "with only one governing party."
It must have violence for its sanction for keeping control. A
Congress member, on the contrary, enjoys the same freedcy^
as the Congress President, or any member of the Worki^yf
Committee. There are parties within the Congress itself. Above
all the Congress eschews violence. Members render voluntary
obedience. The All India Congress Committee can at any
moment unseat the members of the Working Committee and
elect others.
3.   "They (Congress Ministers) resigned (not?) because they had
not the support of their Assemblies.   They resigned because de jure
they were responsible to their electorates, de facto they were respon-
sible to the Working Committee of the Congress and the High Cop*
mancl.   That is not democracy. That is totalitarianism."
You would not have said this, if you had known the full
facts. The de jure responsibility of the ministers to the elec-
torate was not diminished in any way by their de facto
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